TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 



SUBJECT: Afghan Coup: Initial, Indirect Contact with Daud 
Regime 

REF: (A) State 140396; (B) Kabul 5220; (C) Kabul 5221; 
4/1/72; (D) Kabul 1906, 3/31/72; (E) State 036321, 4/1/72; 
(F) Kabul 2042, 4/13/72 



1. Since moment it was announced that Prince Daud had 
proclaimed himself new chief of state for "Afghan Republic" 
we have been looking for some unofficial, indirect channel 
to Daud through which messages could be passed without 
violating intent of 11 FAM 113.7 or in any way implying 
premature official recognition. Record of USG relations with 
Daud in his earlier term as PriMin graphically demonstrated 
his hypersensitivity to imagined slights. We recall long 
nursed and may still nurse belief that US responsible 
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PARTIAL TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 



3. DCM passed following points orally [words excised] 
for transmission to Daud [excised] 

A. Since change of regime had apparently occurred and 
diplomatic relations suspended, we could send no rpt no 
written or formal communications to Daud at this time; 

B. Reminded him of indirect, oral exchanges of March-April 
1972; DCM said he personally regarded these as valid 
expression of current US attitude recent events 

C. Ambassador recalls cordial contact with Prince Daud 
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US attitudes toward possible takeover in spring %t 1972, to 
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TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 

and Nairn, and sends to Daud his personal regards in this 
time of dramatic developments; 

D. Expressed hope that new regime would rapidly move to 
take necessary organizational and other measures to meet 
traditional requirements of international law and diplomatic 
practice, so that USG could then consider at an early date 
request for diplomatic recognition presented to Diplomatic 
Corps July 17 by Acting DepFonMin Karim (ref B) . 
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